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Catalogue description: 

The Womanist movement was a response by black women to trends in both the feminist 
movement and the civil rights movement which excluded the particularities of their experience. 
This movement inspired not only manifestos and other academic writings, but art, music, poetry, 
literature, and theatre. This course, an in-depth look at the Womanist movement and some of the 
most prominent theatre it spawned, introduces students to the writings of black women theorists 
and playwrights looking to flip the script about women of color in the contemporary U.S. 

Course format: 

This course is designed at the intersection of several minor programs either proposed or currently 
existing at UC: Africana Studies, Gender Studies, and Theatre. Providing serious, sustained 
engagement with all three, this course provides students with a strong theoretical foundation in 
feminist theories of intersectionality and the interrelationship between the various identity-based 
fields of study (race and ethnic studies, gender and sexuality studies, disability studies, etc.). 
Along the way, students are introduced to the canon of contemporary black women playwrights 
and their contributions to American theatre. Each week pairs a reading in Womanist theory with a 
relevant play, exploring a concept through both the logocentric medium of the manifesto and the 
empathetic pathos of performance. The class culminates in the creation of either a personal 
manifesto or an original one-person performance, as chosen and written by each student herself. 

Selected readings: 

Theory: 
Akasha (Gloria T.) Hull, Patricia Bell Scott, and Barbara Smith, All the Women Are White, All the 

Blacks Are Men, But Some of Us Are Brave: Black Women's Studies 
Cherríe Moraga and Gloria E. Anzaldúa, This Bridge Called My Back: Writings by Radical 

Women of Color 
Plays: 
Alice Childress, Wedding Band: A Love/Hate Story in Black and White 
Marsha Norman et al., The Color Purple 
Lynn Nottage, Ruined 
Suzan-Lori Parks, Venus 
Ntozake Shange, For Colored Girls who have Considered Suicide When The Rainbow is Enuf 
Charlayne Woodard, The Night Watcher 


